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N orwalk Island, a quiet, 
rural community in Put
nam County, nestled in 
the Ocala National Forest, 

is deeply rooted in a past life. A few 19th 
century houses still stand there as proof 
of previous presences, among which are 
some small unpretentious cabins with 
board-and-batten siding. The largest of 
these dwellings is now the Hawthorne-
Gainesville Hunting Lodge, a well pre
served two-story structure with wrap
around porches and a modest measure 
of gingerbread. Its floors are said to be 
of native woods in mosaic. 

Not far from the lodge lies a cemetery 
said to have 265 burial plots. Only a 
smattering of grave sites are marked 
now—some enclosed in wrought iron 
fences with gates dating back to the 1880s. 

In the mid-to-late 1800s, this was 
one of many small communities that 
dotted the land in the area now making 
up the Ocala National Forest and sur
rounding areas: Most of these have long 
since disappeared, and some of their 
exact locations are unknown. 

Pioneers from the South, the Mid
west, and even some northern states 
came here to build a new life in Florida, 
homesteading on acreage given by the 
federal government through land grants 
after the War Between the States, says 
amateur historian and archaeologist 
Tom Raz. Raz has become well acquain
ted with the forest during his 10 j'ears as 
a reserve officer with the Florida Game 
and Freshwater Fish Commission. 

For 15 years, Raz has chased after 
more in the woods than his hunting dogs. 
He has been chasing local memories and 
legends, searching for these lost town
ships of the forest—of which there were 
dozens, he said. But he added, "Most of 
'em—there's nothing left. You can find 
different artifacts if you know where to 
look." Sometimes you can find historical 
objects when you're not looking for them. 

Once, while fox hunting around the 
old townsite of Kismet, Raz literally 
stumbled across some of his discoveries: 
the foundation stones of the town's large 
hotel. Kismet, established in 1884 near 
Lake Dorr, also had a grocery store, 
school, church, and cemetery, according 
to local historians. The forest communi
ties usually centered around a sawmill, 
which Kismet did, or a turpentine still. 

Though citrus, cattle and vegetable 
farming and gristmills were also means 
of making a living for these early set
tlers, the forest itself was the most 
important factor for the existence of 
these hamlets of a century ago. 

Hawthorne—Gainesville Hunting Lodge nestled in the Ocala National Forest. 

Raz said timber was hauled out of the forest on flatcars pulled by small "puffer" 
engines—or steam engines. The giant pines in the area produced beams squared to 16 
by 16 inches and 30 feet long, Raz said. 

The hotel in Kismet was later dismantled, moved to Eustis and named the "Grand 
View Hotel," where it operated for many years as a tourists' lodge. 

After the hotel was moved from Kismet, the twin killer freezes of 1894-1895 
destroyed much of the citrus and vegetable crops. Raz said later that the sawmill 
burned down. Kismet's plight was sadly typical of many of those once thriving com
munities. So, as their towns literally disappeared before them, most of the people 
moved back to their home states, Raz added. 

Later, in 1908, the federal government started buying land from the people who 
remained in the area, thus establishing this land as a national forest, said Raz, adding, 
"No tellin' what it'd be like today if they hadn't had those freezes." 

Of those many townships in the forest that sprang up, most withering very sud
denly, only Paisley remains. 

Paisley's history was researched by Lillian Lappe over a period of five years, then 
recorded by the Paisley Extension Homemakers in a booklet titled History of Paisley. 

ccording to Lappe, the Paisley Precinct, encompassing Paisley and 
the surrounding area, was first settled in 1854. The town of Paisley 
was settled a number of years before its townspeople gave it a name 
in the 1880s. 

Some evidence of the original settling families still stands. The Shockley home
stead, an 1880s vintage Florida cabin, now covered with vines, takes shelter under the 
strong limbs of an old oak tree in a pasture. The Shockleys' son, 90-year-old Paul 
Shockley, Jr., still lives in this area. 

Not far from the Shockley house, near present-day Paisley, is Ponceannah 
Cemetery which was chartered in 1891. One of the oldest graveyards in central 
Florida, it is all that remains of the Ponceannah settlement, which was born in the 
1850s, Raz noted. 

A stone in this cemetery marks the graves of Charles and Henrietta Call, who died 
in 1890 and 1910, respectively. It also marks the beginning of an interesting story 
found in Lappe's research materials. 

The Calls and a neighboring family moved from Kansas to settle in the Paisley area 
in 1884, once again becoming neighbors. The son of the one family fell in love with 
and married the Calls' daughter at the Kismet Church in 1888. The young couple 
eventually moved to Chicago, where their third and fourth children were born: Roy 
Disney was born in 1892 andWalt Disney was born in 1900.The name Disney would 
forever change the face of Florida. 9 
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