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IMAGINATION: 
The Place Where Creativity Lives 

Text and photos by Cindy Lowe 

Artist Rebecca Duncan of Leesburg, Horida, finds beauty 
in almost everything she sees. And, in turn, she sees the 
potential to be creative in whatever she finds. 

For example, while motoring along a Georgia road, she 
spied an old cedar tree trunk with a bird house perched on its 
crest. She knew she had to have it. 

The owner was agreeable to the $10 paid in exchange for 
the tree, but it was too long to fit in her car. She went home 
for her van and made the 500-mile trip to go back after her 
treasure. The tree now stands in the comer of a room; upon 
its stubby limbs, her husband's many hats now roost. 

She is a collector of the weird and wonderful: A china 
cabinet holds her gathering of bird's nests. Finding them 
abandoned, she carefully removes each nest, washes it, and 
sprays it with varnish to help preserve the fragile work of the 
parent bird. 

She adores weathered wood and funky gourds, seashells-
even ostrich eggs. " I love all of nature," she said. " I ' l l see a 
crooked piece of wood and just love it!" 

Many such items in her eclectic collection have become 
recipients of the artist's creative touch. " I like to experiment-
-to do crazy things," she admitted. 

At night when she can't sleep, Duncan's mind is busy 
hatching ideas. So many ideas, in fact, that she said she 
couldn'tpossibly accomplish them all. Butshehasfun trying. 

From the tiny branches of a twig tree hang dried gourds-
painted personas she calls her "gourd people." 

Showing paintings of scenes and flowers on old pieces of 
wood and tin boxes, she said, " I don't like being restricted to 
just paper and canvas." Though she also enjoys conventional 
oil painting on canvas. 

The oil painting taken from a photo from one of her trips to Wyoming and New Mexico shows the 
characteristic landscape of dry and barren desert and mountains. 

In the foreground of the painting is a graveyard. Duncan is intrigued by the festively bright and gaudy 
trinkets decorating the tombstones and surroimding fences. Duncan believes this practice to be a 
combination of influences from the Mexican and Native American cultures, and that of superstition. 

Her attraction to the old and odd may stem from her expeditions as a child into two garbage pits from the 
late 1800s that were on her family's farm in Kentucky. Old coffee pots and iron kettles, well buckets, flat 
irons, and other objects which caught the eye of a little girl were fished from these pits to be used in her 
playhouse. 

Today she still fancies rescuing things others may not see as salvageable. As examples, she exhibited 
several bisque and china pieces that had once been chipped or broken. On an antique bisque figurine of 
children, she pointed out where she had replaced a missing foot and mended an arm with a substance called 
ground marble, than painted the mend to match. 

Ehincan was excited to find a whimsical turkey soup tureen with its beak broken off. "They were glad 
to get rid of it. I couldn't wait to get it home!" she said, showing the unnoticeable repair. She thrives on 
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the challenges of creating invisible repairs: " I can sit for hours putting something back 
together." Even though she's a wonder at restoring things, she must first consider 
carefully her plan of action. "You can't just stick it together," she said. "You've got 
to think of a way that will really work." 

Perhaps the most exquisite, but also the most difficult of her artwork is china painting, 
which she studied in England. Duncan draws out her pattern freehand on the china piece 
or ceramic tile squares with a wax pencil or felt tip pen. Meticulously, she paints the 
scene. The heat of the kiln removes the drawing, leaving only the paint. But, she must 
paint it twice because the five to six required firings also diminishes the vividness of 
the paint colors. 

It seems that even without trying, she gets good results. Duncan said this about the 
scene painted on a small china box: " I just cleaned my brushes on that, and it turned 
out nice." 

On her wall hangs a tiny clay sculpture mounted on a piece of driftwood. When she 
was traveling in Guatemala, she saw a very yoimg mother-about 15 or 16 years 
old—cradling her baby in her arms, her long hair falling about her shoulders. Ehincan 
was taking a clay course at about the time of her trip and this touching scene inspired 
her. As her class project, she tenderly molded the small figure of mother and child, 
patiently taking care on the minute details of the facial features and flowing hair. This, 
she said, is one of her favorite things she has made. " I think madonnas are wonderful!" 

The artist's talents also transform furniture pieces into unusual works of art: 
Dimcan's artistic ability applied to a small 
table top gives one the illusion of looking 
down into a goldfish pond. She said she got 
the idea for the painting from one of her 
students. The woman had proudly showed 
Duncan a photo of the result of her hard 
work in digging out her own fish pond, 
planting it, then stocking it with fish. 

Considering all the different kiiids of art 
at which Dimcan excels, one must say that 
not too many artists are blessed to the 
extent of her talents. 

But, by her own admission, she is nearly 
in a class by herself when it comes to her 
most prized artistic creation: In the baptis
tery of her church, she painted the scene of 
the Lord Jesus being baptized by John in 
the River Jordan. Said Duncan, " I go a lot 
of places, but I haven't seen a baptistry as 
pretty as ours." 

However, she doesn't take much of the credit. She said as she painted, she prayed,"Dear God, it's you 
and me. And it better be mostly you!" When she finished and got down to look, her relief and pleasure knew 
no bounds. "It looked wonderful!" 

Dimcan has enjoyed art all through her life. She studied at art college earning her degree in watercolor 
and graphic art, and later taught art for a number of years. She said she also learned a lot from the interior 
decorator with whom she worked for a time. 

She not only has a good eye and a good imagination, but Duncan truly has an interest in people, fulfilling 
the three points in her own definition of a good artist. 

She brags on the talent of her past and present students and greatly admires the work of other accomplished 
artists. Duncan admonishes those who are jealous of other artists: "There's no room for that!" Realistically, 
she added, "There's always someone better than you, and also someone not as good as you." 

Duncan encourages people to do what they enjoy doing, not to hesitate because of fear of failure or because 
of what people might say about them. Though she now likes teaching oil painting to her promising student 
retirees at her home church, she still delights most in the challenge of creating imconventional art. She 
admits, " I do a lot of crazy things." But, smiling, she added, "It keeps life interesting." 
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