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Buford Reedy is a lover of wood. The feel of wood in his hands gives him great pleasure. 
But only in recent years has he found a way to combine this affection with his long-time interests in history 

and antiques. About four years ago, he began hand-hewing wooden bowls in the way his ancestors may have 
done it. 

He said he really didn't set out to be a heritage crafter. But while 
vacationing in North Georgia, a seed was planted in the soil of his 
imagination, the fruit of which he has been reaping ever since. 

"We were say back up in the mountains and we came across this 
old fellow making bowls. It fascinated me, and I thought, I'd like to 
try that," he said. 

But, before he could begin, he had to find the tools with which to 
work. 

He said he spent a year looking for bowl-making adzes. An adze 
(also spelled adz) is an ax-like tool for trimming, scooping out, and 
smoothing wood, with a curved blade at right angles to the handle. 

Reedy's wife, Sylvia, said they hunted for adzes everywhere they 
could—in antique shops, flea markets, even modem tool catalogs— 
but to no avail. 

The Reedys went back to the mountains of Georgia and found that 
same old fellow. Reedy said he watched him for two days as he 
chopped out several bowls. 

Out of desperation. Reedy 
traced the man's adze on 
paper. And when he got 
home, he took out that paper 
tracing and made his own, 

by George. Reedy said, " I got me a piece of steel, heated it and 
hammered it," and voila!, he had his first adze. 

He has continued making his tools by copying antique ones, or 
uses actual antique tools-very appropriate for this old-time craft. 

Now Reedy toils hour upon hour at his workbench chopping away 
at a chunk of wood until he has given birth to the bowl inside; he 
considers each of his creations another child added to the family. 

To bring forth one of the larger bowls, Reedy is in labor for as long 
as 30 hours, as he makes approximately 50,000 chops with the three-
pound adze. 

Then he caresses this newly bom child of his creativity with peanut 
oil to preserve its fresh beauty. 

Before he starts chopping, he first needs to come into an under
standing with the wood. He said he gets a "strong feeling" that tells 
him "the bowl that this wood wanted to be." 

"The wood tells him what to make," said Sylvia Reedy. Buford 
Reedy, laughing, quipped, "She'll tell you the wood is probably the 
only thing that can tell me what to do, I'm so hard-headed!" 

Most of his wood is waste wood, he said. He works with tree surgeons, making something useful out of 
what would normally be discarded. He uses persimmon, magnolia, blackjack oak, pecan, maple, or any other 
local wood he can lay his hands-and his adze-on. However, he doesn't use life oak because of its hardness 

Upper left: 
Working in his 
home workshop, 
Reedy begins a 
bowl by sketching 
the outline of it on 
a slab of wood. 
Below left: Reedy 
carefully chips 
away slivers from 
a block of wood 
using his adze. 
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Right: Reedy 
brings shape to a 
bowl as he 
demonstrates at 
Braberville 
Jamboree '94 
last November. 
Below right: 
Reedy displays a 
cherry bowl, 
walnut spoons 
and a maple 
dipper. His 
spoons and 
ladles are 
designed with a 
notch in the 
handle to keep 
them on the edge 
of the bowl and 
out of food. 

and tendency to crack, or pine because of the 
resin. 

Though his materials may not be costly, his 
instinctive creativity and long working hours can 
transform those pieces of waste wood into some-

_̂  ^ ^ thing lovely and valuable. 
I * \WB" Jt ' 'Jt^k jjj The bowls are his pride and joy, but he also 

^ " Jii* ' ^ ^ i g i j y i i ^ ^ i ^ j ^ l makes imusual spoons and dippers. 
All his hand-hewn items have the pleasing look 

and feel of the adze's chop marks. He strives for 
beauty and rarity. "To have something that hope
fully will sell, you have to come up with some
thing imique," said the artisan. 

Reedy numbers and dates all his wood cre
ations because he uses so many antique patterns. 

" I don't want anyone to buy thinking they're antiques," he added. 
He believes himself to be the only bowl-maker/demonstrator of this kind in Florida-and one of only about 

twenty to twenty-five in the country—who hand-
hew bowls of wood. Others make wooden bowls, 
but they make them on a lathe, he said. " I wanted 
a craft you wouldn't see at every craft show you'd 
go to," he said of his uncommon art form. 

He actually chops out his bowls at shows and 
explains to onlookers as he works. He enjoys the 
people immensely and they enjoy him. He said 
they banter back and forth. 

Reedy's imusual craft, which is now deeply 
ingrained in his very fiber, came about quite 
naturally. It branched from his 20-plus years as a 
forestry planting contractor. This new expression 
of an old love has taken root itself and grown into 
a satisfying and successful trade. 

His love affair with wood and with those who 
wimess his wood wizardry has been going strong ever since he created his first bowl in September 1991. He 
said he can't think of a single thing he doesn't like about the heritage craft he has so adeptly adopted. 

Reedy, bom in Umatilla in 1936~a rare Rorida native-takes pride in the rarity of his historic craft and the 
skill with which he brings it to life. " I would like to be known as a premiere bowl-maker." 

Cindy Lowe of Mount Dora, Florida, is a free-lance writer and a first-time contributor to ShowGuide. We thank 
her for this most interesting artisan profile. 

GRAND OPENING OF STATE-OF-THE-ART 
GLASS BLOWING STUDIO 

W. E. James Company, offering the highest quality hand-blown crystal glass gift items, announces the 
grand opening of its new state-of-the-art glass blowing studio. 

Utilizmg a contemporary studio that contains the latest in glass blowing equipment, artist Wallace James 
creates optical quality crystal, made from the purest sand available melted at temperatures over 23CX) degrees. 

Wallace James has been a glass artist for more than fifteen years and has taught glass blowing at Shasta 
College in Redding, California. Most recently he was with the famed glass blowers of Orient & Flume of 
Chico, California. 

W. E. James Company encourages inquiries from retailers, wholesalers, gift buyers, art galleries and sales 
representatives. Giftware retails between $15 and $95; Zenith paperweights retail for $40 along and $60/ 
set. Each piece is hand-signed and dated by the artist. 

For more information, contact W.E. James Company, FOB 720074, Redding, CA 96099; 916/241-4660. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 
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